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people ever resent that, if at the same time they
are allowed to defend themselves and state their
case. But a merciless elder who inflicts a public
mortification is terribly unassailable and impreg-
nable. For the shy person, who is desperately
anxious to bear a sympathetic part, is quite in-
capable of retort; and that is why such assaults
are unpardonable, because they are the merest
bullying.
The nicest people that I have known in life
have been the people of kindly and sensible
natures, who have been thoroughly spoilt as chil-
dren, encouraged to talk, led to expect not only
toleration, but active kindness and sympathy from
all. The worst of it is that such kindness is gener-
ally reserved for pretty and engaging children, and
it is the awkward, unpleasing, ungainly child who
gets the slaps in public. But, as in Tennyson-
Turner's pretty poem of " Letty's Globe/' a child's
hand should be "welcome at all frontiers." Only
deliberate rudeness and insolence on the part of
children should be publicly rebuked ; and as a
matter of fact both rudeness and insolence are
far oftener the result of shyness than is easily
supposed.
After the shyness of adolescence there often
follows a further stage. The shy person has
learnt a certain wisdom ; he becomes aware how
easily he detects pretentiousness in other people,